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History of ASDB

l Arizona’s first state legislature in 1912 enacted a provision 
forming the Arizona Schools for the Deaf and Blind. Henry C. 
White was the first principal, appointed by Governor George W. 
P. Hunt, and classes began in October, 1912. Nineteen children 
with hearing loss were the first students, and classes were held 
in a converted residence on the campus of the University of 
Arizona in Tucson. Over the years, the school continued to 
grow, eventually becoming a public corporation governed by a 
board of directors. Through modernization of the physical plant, 
growth of the curriculum, and expansion of learning 
opportunities, ASDB continues to lead the nation in serving 
students with vision and hearing loss in the state of Arizona.



ASDB Establishment

lThe Arizona State Schools for the Deaf 
and the Blind (ASDB) was established 
in 1912 as a department at the 
University of Arizona in Tucson.  The 
first home of the school was a 
converted residence on the University 
campus.



The First Building

The first building on 
East 2nd Street and 
Park Avenue near the 
University was the 
former residence of a 
professor.



Henry C. White
1856 - 1921



Henry C. White

l In 1911 Henry White, a deaf graduate of Gallaudet College 
in Washington, D.C. came to Phoenix from Boston for the 
sole purpose of establishing a school for the deaf. He had 
previously been instrumental in establishing the Utah 
School for the Deaf.

l Mr. White started a small class in Phoenix and when the 
legislature established the first school for the deaf and the 
blind in Arizona, he was appointed Principal.

l In the fall of 1912 nineteen deaf children were enrolled in 
the school in Tucson.

l The same year - Arizona became the 48th state on Feb. 14, 
1912.



ASDB Campus

l A growing population soon made the facility inadequate and 
the search for new facilities began.

l In 1918 the City of Tucson donated fifty acres on West 
Speedway, and in 1919 eighteen additional acres were 
purchased. Contracts were awarded in 1921 for the 
construction of four buildings: two dormitories, a kitchen and 
dining room, and a powerhouse. No classrooms were included, 
so a wooden building had to be moved from the University and 
converted into classrooms.

l Classes began on the West Speedway campus in October 1922.



Current ASDB Campus

l The campus now has over twenty-five buildings as well as 
athletic and recreational facilities and beautifully landscaped 
and well maintained open areas.

l ASDB is a very special place for the students.

l The school colors are royal blue and white and the mascot is the 
Sentinel. 

l For 100 years, ASDB has provided a well-rounded quality 
education through a variety of classes, sports, extracurricular 
activities, events and other programs for the students. We are 
proud of the precious and rich heritage of ASDB!



1922

The Campus as seen from Speedway Blvd. And Grande Ave. (1922)

One of the original dormitories, broom shop, and part of the 
kitchen and dining room, viewed from the north (c.1922).



The original campus 
was surrounded by 
farmland, this land is 
now the ASDB  football 
field. (c. 1924)

Mrs. Allen sitting on 
the porch of the 
infirmary, the original 
farmhouse on the 
new campus (c. 1930)





Yuma Classroom 
Building was 
located where 
the MS Building 
is now.  







Hopi Building was located where 
Elementary School is now.

Current Palo Verde Dorm and Apache Dorm

Papago Building was 
located where LRC is now.



Superintendents





Superintendents 
from the 1990s 

to present
Mr. Rislov
Dr. Bartley
Dr. Randall
Dr. Lewis
Mrs. Woltman
Dr. Hoff
Mr. Hill (Present)

























ASDB Trivia 

l What year was ASDB established?

l 1912

l Who founded ASDB?

l Henry C. White

l Where was the original campus located in 1912?  Which streets?

l University of Arizona – E. 1st Ave and Park Ave

l What year did ASDB move to the West Speedway campus?

l October 1922



ASDB Trivia 

l Elsie, Lucille, Jean and Lois came to ASDB in 1927.  Who were they?

l Four milk cows produced many gallons of milk for the students and 
staff.  Also, ASDB had chickens, hogs, and horses on the farmland.

l On March 28, 1930, ASDB experienced a misfortune. What happened 
then?

l ASDB closed due to insufficient funds.  All the students were sent 
home and the school didn’t re-open until the fall.

l In 1971, the Piper Power Company put pipes underground near Hopi 
Hall (current Elementary School).  While digging trenches, something 
was uncovered.  What was it?

l It was a complete skeleton which later proved to be approximately 
900 years old.



ASDB Trivia 

l How many students attend ASDB from all over 
Arizona?

l Over 2,200 students

l Who is the gym named after?

l Frank Sladek

l How many acres?    at ASDB _?_       at PDSD _?_

l 65 acres at ASDB          13 acres at PDSD



ASDB Trivia 

l ASDB Tucson campus is on 65 acres.  If the campus 
is a perfect square, then what will be the total 
length of the perimeter?

l ASDB students – do your math work!  J

l PDSD campus is on 13 acres.  If the campus is a 
perfect square, then what will be the total length 
of the perimeter?

l PDSD students – do your math work!  J



Happy 100th Anniversary
To our dear ASDB!!!


